
Newport Antiques Show Celebrates Its Third Year With Map Exhibit 
 
William Vareika Fine Arts Returns as Lead Sponsor of the Newport Antiques 
Show 
 
Newport, RI – (March 2009) – The Newport Antiques Show celebrates its third year 
with an exhibition of early maps from the Newport Historical Society’s collections. The 
weekend-long show, will be held August 7th through 9th at St. George’s School in 
Middletown, Rhode Island.  The Newport Antiques Show is pleased to announce that 
William Vareika Fine Arts, Ltd. has returned as the Lead Sponsor for this year’s show.  
 
On display this year in a loan exhibit entitled “Delimiting the Land” are eight maps from 
the NHS collections. Included are Samuel Easton’s manuscript record of land plots in 
Westerly (1735), a map originally drawn by John Speed in England and printed there in 
1676 depicting the wild frontier of New England, and an artistically rendered 1748 map 
of Daniel Gould’s farm in Middletown.  Also on display will be the NHS’s copy of the 
1777 Blaskowitz map of downtown Newport, an embroidered map of the colonies, and a 
plan of Aquidneck Island’s 19th century coal mine.  
  
Anne Hamilton of Newport and Philadelphia will chair the Show, drawing on her 
considerable experience as past chair of the venerable Philadelphia Antiques Show. Mrs. 
Hamilton will again oversee the Newport Antiques Show Gala Preview Reception that 
will take place at St. George’s on Friday evening, August 7th.  
 
Diana H. Bittel, the show’s manager, is bringing together over forty of the finest dealers 
from across the country. Ms. Bittell, known for her work with the Antiques Council 
serving as the Director of Shows and as the Council liaison to the prestigious Nantucket 
Historical Society Antiques Show, is also a distinguished antiques dealer. “We have a 
strong list of dealers with diverse inventories and expertise,” said Ms. Bittel. “There will 
be something for everybody at this year’s Show.”  
 
The Newport Antiques Show benefits the Newport Historical Society and the Boys & 
Girls Clubs. Proceeds from the event help support the missions of these organizations, 
which in turn support the Newport community.  
 
A Gala Preview Reception, to be held on Friday, August 7, from 6pm to 9pm, will 
inaugurate the weekend Show and sale.  
 
For more information contact Ruth Taylor, Executive Director, Newport Historical 
Society at 401-846-0813 or rtaylor@newporthistorical.org 
 
Photos of details from loan show objects follow.  
 



 



 
 

 


